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Supplementary information for scrutiny 31/01/13
KS4

e GCSE results confirm that Plymouth’s secondary schools are keeping pace with national
improvements - remaining broadly in-line with the national average.

e The percentage of students achieving five good GCSEs including English and maths rose
by about 1%, to 57.5%.

e However, several schools made huge improvements, which it is important to
acknowledge. The results for other schools reflected the impact of the GCSE grade
boundary dispute.

e Plymouth joined a consortium of other Local Authorities, Professional Associations and
schools to challenge the exam watchdog Ofqual and two exam awarding bodies. The
outcome of the judicial review is expected any day.

o Despite the lower than expected results in English this year, as a whole, Plymouth
schools ensured that students made good progress since they were last nationally
assessed at age | [. Approximately 70% of students made expected progress (defined as
3 national curriculum levels) in English and this remains 2% above the national average.
Progress in English nationally dropped by 4% reflecting the change in the ‘C’ pass
boundary. Plymouth’s results were 2% lower than last year.

e Progress in maths made by students in Plymouth improved by about 5%. This means that
I35 more students made the expected improvement in their grades since they were
tested at age | | compared to last year’s results. The city's results, at just above 64%, are
improving faster than the national improvement and are now 4% below the national
average.

* One secondary school has fallen below floor standards largely due to the grade

boundary issue.



